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A 
ll eyes are on HAY these days. 
Last year, the design company 
crossed the Atlantic to set up shop 
in New York’s Museum of Mod-
ern Art (MOMA) store and in 
April this year, they had one of 
the most talked-about exhibitions 
at the Milan furniture fair. 

The news of HAY’s upcoming collection for IKEA 
nearly broke the internet, with the photo of Mette 
Hay’s version of the classic Frakta carrier bag being 
retweeted at the speed of light. The collection, which 
will be launched in 2017, includes everything from 
small household accessories to furniture.

“IKEA was totally transparent from the first 
 minute,” says Rolf Hay. “We were invited to see the 
factories and there were no secrets at all.” 

This openness created a strong platform for 
 collaboration, something the duo sees as important. 
“You end up with a poor result if you think you can do 
everything yourself. The opportunity to work with 
people from different cultures can only provide value 
on both sides,” says Rolf, as he takes a sip of  coffee 
from a HAY Paper Porcelain mug. The set is made by 
Scholten & Baijings, one of many design companies 
HAY has worked with in recent years.  They have also 
collaborated with fashion     brand COS.

He’s passionate about furniture and 
 construction. She loves small and  beautiful 
 design objects. Together, they have founded 
HAY, the Danish furniture and design  
company taking the world by storm.

MAKING HAY 
By Ellinor Thunberg 
Photos by Mikkel Jul Hvilshøj and Hay

After meeting at the Danish design company Gubi, 
Rolf and Mette Hay founded their own company in 
2002, along with Troels Holch Povlsen. Mette had long 
been interested in  design having worked at her parents’ 
 furniture store after school and joining them at fairs. 
Rolf, however, didn’t have design on the radar at all 
growing up.

“When I started, I didn’t even know who Arne 
 Jacobsen was. I had never heard of him,” he says.

In the 1990s, Rolf got a job representing Danish 
 furniture brands in Germany, Switzerland and Austria. 
Despite being a total newcomer to the industry, in just a 
few weeks, it was clear that furniture was going to be his 
lifelong passion. 

“It was always like that with me. When I was young 
and played handball, that was the only thing, and now, 
since 1993, furniture has been the one thing in my life,” 
he says. 
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He worked in Germany for four years and took 
 every opportunity to travel and soak up new know
ledge while starting to dream of creating his own 
 furniture company. Mette, ten years younger than 
Rolf, was only 23 when they started HAY, which was 
founded on the common love of the same design 
 language that they both shared. 

“We were both very much inspired by the Italian 
company Cappellini and the way Giorgio Cappellini 
curated the collections: the colors, materials and way 
they picked out really young designers,” Mette says. 

But, she adds, while it was clear that a young and 
designconscious crowd loved these styles, few could 
afford them. The HAY vision was therefore clear from 
the start – to work with the best designers in the world 
and create affordable products of good quality.

HAY launched its first furniture collection within a 
year and it now has stores around the world. These 
 include the flagship store in Copenhagen and others 
in Berlin, Amsterdam, Shanghai and Sydney. The 
company has also worked with global designers such 
as Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, Jakob Wagner and 
 IskosBerlin. 

HAY continues to command international 
attention. In April this year, Rolf and Mette 
realized a longheld dream of unveiling the 
company’s latest furniture and homeware 
collection at the huge La Pelota event 

space in Milan. More people showed up on the first 
day than they had expected for the entire week. And 
they kept coming back.

“It was so nice to meet someone and then see them 
back again three hours later shopping at the mini mar
ket or having a coffee outside,” Mette says. 

The HAY Mini Market, an instore concept featur

ing accessories such as textiles, stationery and glass
ware, was launched two years ago. It is now available 
at the MOMA stores in New York, Selfridges in Lon
don and at HAY House at Strøget in Copenhagen. 

Small objects truly make Mette’s heart skip a beat. 
She says that HAY’s signature mix of furniture and 
 accessories is inspired by her parents’ shop.

“There is definitely more respect for smaller things 
today compared to 12 years ago,” she says. “It is not 
every week that we have a new sofa or chair, or that a 
customer needs it again. But we feel that people enjoy 
coming back for our smaller  objects, because there is 
always something new.” 

‘There is 
definitely 
more respect 
for smaller 
things to-
day com-
pared to 12 
years ago’

Mette Hay was 23 when 
HAY was founded.
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METTE HAY’S 
WORLD OF DESIGN
Mette Hay loves looking at things and 
finds inspiration wherever she goes. Here 
are her favorite places around the world.

Dover Street Market, London
 Dover Street Market is a fashion store with 

branches in London, New York, Beijing and Tokyo. 
They are all great and always on my list of places 
to  visit when I travel.
18–22 Haymarket, London • doverstreetmarket.com

 Cibone, Tokyo
 A great mix of contemporary design and 

 fashion, jewelry, fragrances and magazines.
2F, 2-27-5 Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo • cibone.com

Rossana Orlandi, Milan
 During Salone del Mobile, this place is always 

very crowded. But on a normal day, I love to come 
here and find unexpected objects and furniture.
Via Matteo Bandello 14/16, Milan • rossanaorlandi.com

10 Corso Como, Shanghai
 The building and interior are amazing – and 

there is a great collection of fashion and beautiful 
 objects.
1717, West Nanjing Road, Shanghai • 10corsocomo.com
 
T-Site bookstore, Tokyo

 You will find the best selection of books and 
magazines at the T-Site bookstore. We were so 
lucky to do a HAY Mini Market pop-up here.
17-5 Sarugakucho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
real.tsite.jp/daikanyama

D ifferent aspects of design take up almost 
every inch of Mette and Rolf ’s daily lives. 
Luckily, they enjoy it a lot. “I love going to 
flea markets to find things and get inspired 
and I would go to the same places whether 

I work with HAY or not. It is my hobby to look at 
things,” she says.

Rolf is more interested in how things are made, 
which is also why he very much enjoyed working on 
the IKEA project in which he learned more about the 
supply chain and production. 

He shows us a cabinet with a folding door. The con-
struction is inspired by the way airplane bathrooms 
open and he admits that there is a nice ring to saying 
he came up with the idea in the air. Uninterrupted 
time to think is just one of many perks of traveling for 
work.

“It takes us away from the daily business and cre-
ates a platform where you can get inspired,” he says. 
“Today, we’re in the position that if we get a good 
idea, we can do something and that is a big privilege.” 

Mette agrees. “I love traveling so much and I feel 
lucky to meet local people and see new things. I’d 
rather go on a business trip to India than to go only for 
a holiday. If I can combine the two, that’s perfect,” she 
says, adding that a global network is also a gift for 
their kids, who are age 7 and 12, if they want to go 
abroad in the future. “It is so fortunate that Rolf and I 
know people almost everywhere in the world today.” 

‘I love 
 traveling  
so much 
and I feel 
lucky to 
meet local 
people and 
see new 
things’
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| DENMARK Charlottenlund: Sebastian • Horsholm: Daniel • Lyngby C: New England • Silkeborg: Mr Silkeborg
| FINLAND Helsinki: Vaatturiliike Sauma | NORWAY Bergen: Scabal Klöverhuset, Scabal Lagun

Oslo: Ferner Jacobsen, Skabo • Trondheim: Bogart.Cosmo • Ålesund: Chris | SWEDEN Djursholm: Mr G
 Jönköping: Fribergs • Malmö: Ljunggren • Stockholm: Ströms • Varberg: Lolles • Värnamo: Fribergs |

Contact: Showroom Sabbia +46 70 232 87 75 | Please follow us on Instagram: sabbiashowroom
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Atelier September
1  Atelier September is great for 

breakfast or lunch. It’s owned by our 
friend Chef Frederik Bille Brahe.
Gothersgade 30 
atelierseptember.dk

Spaghetteria
 We love to have dinner at Spaghet-

teria because of the classic fresh  
Italian food and charming staff.
Vester Farimagsgade 2 
Spaghetteria.dk

Havfruen
 Frederik Bille Brahe’s new place in 

town, Havfruen, is well worth a visit. It 
has a great interior, great food and 
great people.
Nyhavn 39 
restauranthavfruen.dk

Holly Golightly
 The owner, Barbara Werner, has a 

fabulous sense of color and pattern. 
She also carries my favorite brand 
– Dries Van Noten.
Gammel Mønt 2 & Store Regnegade 2 
hollygolightly.dk

The Apartment
2  Tina Seidenfaden Busck, who 

started The Apartment, is a good 
friend and colleague. She has creat-
ed a space that is always pleasant to 
visit and where you can find inspira-
tion. It’s located in a lovely old build-
ing in a charming part of the city.
Overgaden neden Vandet 33
theapartment.dk

Glyptoteket
 I am a big fan of the art museum 

Glyptoteket. The space feels so re-
moved from the city. I can be super 
busy and then step into Glyptoteket 
and completely  forget that I’m in the 
middle of  Copenhagen.
Dantes Plads 7 • glyptoteket.dk 

COPENHAGEN BY HAY
HAY House, in the middle of Copenhagen, is the center of the 
HAY empire. Thanks to this, Rolf and Mette Hay have some pretty 
handy tips on the Danish capital.

Louisiana Museum of Modern Art
 The location is beautiful and so is 

the ride up the coast from the city. It’s 
a nice place to visit with children and 
there are always refreshing exhibi-
tions.
Gl. Strandvej 13, Humlebæk
louisiana.dk

Admiralgade 26
 This newly-opened restaurant, 

owned by our friend Christian Neder-
gaard, is a wonderful spot to visit in 
the center of Copenhagen, with a 
great food and wine menu.
Admiralgade 26
admiralgade26.dk

HAY’s world  
Read about HAY’s  favorite 
places around the world at  

scandinaviantraveler.com
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This way  
to Copenhagen

 A return trip to 
 Copenhagen will cost 

you from 20,000 points. 
 Taxes and fees apply 

from €30.
Book at flysas.com




